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and may be supposed to be the result of experience, but
many of them are quite arbitrary, and must be the result
of following a tradition which had other objects than
stability in view. Some seem to be intended as imitations
of other materials. The foundation walls of the temple of
Apollo at Delphi, for example, which are composed of large
pieces of faced but irregularly shaped stone set like a jig-saw,
seem intended to imitate the native rock. Round buttresses
and pilasters *$re probably intended to imitate tree-trunks,
as are the columns of Egyptian and Greek temples. A
building with a plastered outside may be intended to
represent a mound of earth. We can form no certain
conclusion in such matters by studying the actual buildings,
but only by historical and archaeological comparisons. It
would seem from these to have been the ancient rule that
stone should be used only for the dwellings of the gods
and the dead. The living, even the living kings, dwell in
houses of wood. This rule seems to have obtained in
Egypt, Greece, Japan, and pre-Columbian America, and
to have been recognized by the Normans, who built Here-
ford Cathedral of stone while they built the bishop's palace
alongside it of wood. Such customs, and their name is
legion, depend little upon materials and not at all upon
needs. Brick or mud may replace stone for the dwelling
of the dead, while the living may dwell in tents or huts made
of branches, but the distinction is usually preserved. And
this distinction is not utilitarian. There is no need to make
dwellings for the dead, and the Australian blacks, for
example, make no dwellings for the living.
Let us take one more example. In Northern Europe
people eat and cook with butter and animal fats, and drink
beer, while those of the south eat and cook with olive oil
and drink wine. Those who believe in the influence of
environment might suppose that the Northern Europeans
had evolved butter and bear and the Southern Europeans

